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LETTERS FROM WASHINGTON 
@8 THE CONSTITUTION, LAWS AND PUBLIC CHARAC- 
TERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
By a Foreigner. 
(Continued from page 196.) 

I must now introduce you to another prominent 
personage, who figures in this goyernment, and 
ef whom, you have requested me to give you 
some account. Mr. Wirt, the Attorney General 
of the United States, has distinguished himself 
by his literary and forensic labours. In his per- 
son, he is more attractive and elegant, and in 
his manners more graceful and easy, than either 
of the gentlemen I have mentioned. Mr. Wirtis 
anative of Maryland, and like Socrates, owes his 
being to parents, who existed in the humbler 
walks of life. It is reported, but I shall not vouch 
for its correctness, that he was “ conceived in 
rapture, and by fire begot.” Whether this be 
drue or not, is a matter of indifference to society, 
and if true, can only add to the merit of the man. 
Without regular or academic education, without 
patronage, and without influential and powerful 
connexions, he has made his way through the dif- 
ficulties by which he was surrounded, to the 
sphere of eminence in which he now revolves. 
His example furnishes another evidence of the 
excellencies of this government, which opens so 
easy a way to genius, industry and exertion. Mr. 
Wirt in his youth, was distinguished by a brilliant 
and romantic fancy, and facility in the acquisition 
of knewledge. At the death ofhis father, he was 
left under the guardianship of Doctor Hunt, of 
Montgomery county, in the state of Maryland, 
who is said to have been well versed in the Greek 
and Latin languages, in which he was so good as 
to istruct his ward. Ina few years the guardian 
paid the debt of nature, and left his young charge 
to buffet the storms of life as he could. The 
death of Dr. Hunt not only deprived Wirt, but 
the neighborhood of a good teacher, and an ex- 
cellent friend, and the loss was deemedirreparable 
unless supplied by Wirt himself, who had made 
no inconsiderable proficiency in the languages and 
other branches of knowledge, and who, as he was 
now, Without fortune and destitute of other means 
of support, consented to officiate as preceptor. In 
this situation he continued only until he had made 
himself acquainted with the principles of the le- 
gal science under the direction of judge Edwards 
with whom he had formed an acquaintance, and 





‘in whose house he boarded for the benefit of his 


instruction. It was during his residence in this 
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part of Montgomery, that he formed a juvenile 
attachment, which was either not reciprocated, or 
which was not sufficiently ardent to exist for any 
length of time ; it however, called forth the ex- 
ertion of his muse, and the fire of his fancy, and 
the letters which he addressed to the young lady 
are said to have been replete with all the image- 
ry of poetry, and all the common place of love.— 
Being now prepared for the practice of the law, 
but entirely destitute of funds, a neighbor, and a 
friend gave him a horse, and money enough to 
enable him to proceed to Faugier, iu Virginia, his 
point of destination, where he took up his resi- 
dence, and commenced the practice ef his pro- 
fession. He had not been tong at thc bar brfore 
he entered into the connubial state, and become 
the husband of a respectable young lady of the 
county in which he resided. Whether he con- 
ceived his marriage premature and unfortunate, 
or whether an improper association with some 
dissipated and dissolute young men of the. neighs 
borbood, was the cause of his intemperence, I anm 
not able tosay; but Mr. Wirt became attached 
to the pleasures of the bottle, and for some years 
led a life disgraceful to himself and painful to the 
more moral and virtuous part of his friends. It 
was about this period too that he began to relish 
the visionary theories of Godwin, and to imbibe 
the intoxicating, but deadly poison of infidelity. 
A cloud hung over his prospects, his wife left this 
world, and his dissolute life and dangerous opi- 
nions excluded him from professional business. 
To this melancholy blank in his early existence, 
he alludes in one of the letters of his “ British 
Spy,” written in 1803. “It is,” he observes, “at 
this giddy period of life, when a series of disso- 
lute courses have debauched the purity and inno- 
cence of the heart, shaken the pillars.of the un< 
derstanding, and converted her sound and whole- 
some operations into a little more than a set of 
feverish starts arid incoherent and delirious 
dreams; it is in such a situation that a new fan- 
gled theory. is welcomed as an amusing guest, 
and deism is embraced as a balmy comforter 
against the pangs of an offended conscience.”— 
While under the influence of these feelings, and 
leading this kind of life, he composed a comic 
piece called the “County Court Lawyer,” which 
has never, { believe, been presented to the pub- 
lic. Among the dramatic persone of this little 
farce, on which, as I have never seen it, I can give 
no opinion, a gentleman, now in congress, from 
Virginia, figured under the name of Blunderbuss. 
It would be gratifying to have a view of this ju. 
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venile effort of his comi¢ muse, imperfect as it 
must have been, from his ignorance of stage effect, 
and his probable want of acquaintance with the 
art dramatique. As a jeu d’esprit however, | 
doubt not it possessed some merit, and was read 
with great satisfaction by his friends. t have been 
informed that about this time, while still trammel- 
ed by habits of intemperance, and floating amidst 
the dark and dreary wilds of scepticism and infi- 
delity, he was prevailed upon to accompany a 
friend to the rustic church of the divine, he so 
eloquently and poetically describes in his “ Spy.” 
He entered and took his seat, he neither noticed 
the congregation nor the sightless Demosthenes 
that addressed him, and was fast sinking into the 
arms of the drowsy deity, when instinctively, and 
with an impulse, he could neither control nor re- 
press, he started fram the bench on which be cat, 
as if struck by electricity, and gave his whole at- 
tention to the discourse of the preacher; whose 
bursts of eloquence had thus roused him from his 
stupor and riveted his every faculty as if by en- 
chantment. What moral effect the eloquence of 
Doctor Waddell had upon Mr. Wirt, I have not 
been able to learn, but it is certain, that soon af- 
ter this event, he abandoned his former associ- 
ates, and removed to Richmond, where he under- 
went a radical change in his religious opinions, 
and moral feelings, and was chosen by the then 
governor of the state, Mr. Monroe, one of his pri- 
vy councellors From that epoch he rose rapid- 
ly in his profession, and in the estimation of the 
public. His “Spy” gave him a reeeption, which 
his eloquence at the bar tended to establish, and 
the. fortune and respectability of the lady to 
‘whom he is now united, enlarged the circle of 
his friends, and extended his sphere of action. 
He has recently endeavored to add to the just 
fame he has acquired, by the publication of a life 
of Patrick Henry, whose eloquence he seems to 
admire a little too much, and whose character he 
has on all occasions been fond of portraying. As 
an evidence of respect in which he is held by his 
adopted state, the vacant situation of senator of 
the United States was offered him by the legisla- 
ture of Virginia, a few sessions ago, but he refus- 
edte accept it. Since that, he has been elevat- 
ed by the President, to the post he now holds, 
which I presume is more agreeable to his feel- 
ings and more consistent with his professional 
pursuits and studies, to which he has been, for 
many years, assiduously devoted. [ must now 
beg leave to close this rapid biographical outline. 
As an apology for its defects, Ehave nothing to 
offer. The facts it contains have been furnished 
me by those who have been long and intimately 
acquainted with Mr. Wirt, and I flatter my- 
self, that notwithstanding its brevity, it will be 
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regarded by you with ‘some little interest. Of 
the literary productions of Mr. Wirt, the general 
characteris brilliancy of coloring, redundancy of 
rhetorical embellishment, and a fondness for po- 
etical imagery. The characteristic feature of his 
ey _ —_. on uncontroled indulgence of 
which often leads him into extravagant hyperb 
alike inconsistent with the sober Ceetatahot on 
sense, and the canons of correct taste. The ye. 
marks which Johnson applies to Collins, may be, 
I think, not inaptly applied to the subject of 
these observations. ‘* He loves fairies, genii, gi- 
ants and monsters; he delights to rove through 
the meanders of enchantment, to gaze on the 
magnificence ef golden palaces, and to repose by 
the water falls of Elysian gardens.”* Mr. Wirt 
does not seem to search for imagery, or to labpr 
after the splendid but fugitive coloring of falcy, 
From the native fertility of his imagination, this 
is rendered unnecessary, and new creations 
spring up in his mind unexpected, but not unso. 
licited. There is a want of simplicity and chastity 
however in his compositions, which can only be 
imputed to his occasional love of extravagance, 
and his fondness for poetical embelishment. The 
subjects in which he excels, and in which he dis. 
plays the best specimens of his stile of writing, are 
those of clocution and oratory, which may be found 
interspersed throughout alk his literary works. 
His stile of speaking bears a strong affinity to his 
stile of writing, and blazes not unfrequently with 
the effulgence of Curranian eloquence ; but the 
splendor of Curran is only calculated for the mo- 
dern rostrum, and at the bar, in the pulpit, or in 
the senate, can only sparkle on the fancy, with- 
out exciting the heart, and play around the imagi- 
nation without rousing the feelings or convincing 
the judgment. Lam sorry to perceive so strong 
a propensity generally among the Virginian ora- 
tors, for this species of glitter and rodomontade. 
Curran, with all his genius, founded a school of 
false eloquence, to which, many in this country 
wish to belong, and glory in being considered pu- 
pils. Philips has carried in Ireland, his master’s 
stile to an unnatural pitch, and what was exuber- 
ance in Curran, has become intolerable fustian in 
him. Into this absurdity and error some of the 
Virginian speakers have also fallen, from extrava- 
gance of admiration, want of judgment, and bad- 
ness of taste. As an example, I was lately pre- 
sent in the House of Representatives, when @ 
Virginian, of some reputation, made a very inflat- 
ed and gorgeous apostrophe to the common law, 
but instead of exciting'tears, as he supposed on 
so pathetic an occasion, the reverse was the case, 
and the poor orator’s swollen apostrophe’ fell 


*Doctor Johnson’s Life of Collins. 
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dead-born from his mouth, to his infinite mortifi- 


cation. . ’ 
Whatever were the errors into which Mr. Wirt 


may have fallen, at the commencement of his 
oratorical career, from false imitation, and a bril- 
liant fancy, his good sense has since enabled him 
to shun them, and to adopt a more chaste and cor- 
rect stile of speaking. As you have never had 
an opportunity of seeing any of his speeches, I 
will send you a few extracts from one of his spe- 
cimens of oratory, in the case of Aaron Burr, who 


_ was tried, some years ago, for treason. The ora- 


tor, after describing the character of Burr, pro- 
ceeds to give the following picture of Blannerhas- 
set, an Irishman, who had come to this country to 
avoid what he called persecution, and who had 
retired to a beautiful island, inthe Ohio. But he 
carmied with -him, says Mr; wirt, taste, science 
and wealth, and ‘lo the dessart smiled. Pos- 
sessing himself of a beautiful island in the Ohio, 
he rears upon it a palace, and decorates it with 
every romantic embellishment of fancy. A shrub- 
bery that Shenstone might have envied, blooms 
around him, music that might have charmed Ca- 
lypso and her nymphs, is his ; an extensive libra- 
ry spreads its treasures before him; a phyloso- 
phical apparatus offers to him all the secrets and 
mysteries of nature ; peace, tranquility and inno- 
cence shed their mingled delights around him, 
and to crown the enchantment of the scene, a 
wife, who is said to be: lovely even beyond her 
sex, and graced with every accomplishment that 
can render it irresistible, had blessed him with 
her love, and made him the father of her chil 
dren. In the midst of all this peace, this inno- 
cence, this tranquility, this feast of the mind, this 
pure banquet of the heart, the destroyer comes; 
he comes to turn this paradise into hell ; yet the 
flowers do not wither at his approach, and no mo- 
nitory shuddering through the bosom of their un- 
fortunate possessor, warns him of the ruin that is 
coming upon him.” Blennerhassett is caught in 
the toils which the arch traitor has set to insnare 
him, and he becomes a willing accomplice in the 
conspiracy. ‘Lhe result is thus described by the 
orator. ' 

“No more he enjoys the tranquil scene ; it has 
become flat and insipid to his taste ; his books are 
abandoned ; his retort and crucible are thrown 


. aside ; his shrubbery blooms and breathes its 


fragrance upon the air in vain ; he likes it not; 
his ear no longer drinks the rich melody of mu- 
sic; it longs for the trampet’s clangor, and the 
caunon’s roar; even the prattle of his babes, 
once so sweet, no longer affects him; and the 
angel smile of his wife, which hitherto touched 
his bosom with ecstacy so unspeakable, is now 
unfelt and unseen, His enchanted island is des- 
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tined soon to relapse into a desart ; and in a few 
months we find the tender and beautiful partner 
of his bosom, whom he lately “ permitted not 
the winds of summer to visit too roughly,” we 
see her shivering, at midnight, on the winter 
banks of the Ohio, and mingling her tears with 
the torrents that froze.as they fell. -Yet this uns 
fortunate man, thus deluded from his interest and 
happiness—thus seduced from the paths of inno 
cence and peace—thus confounded in the toils 
which were deliberately spread for him and over- 
whelmed by the mastering spirit and genius of 
another—this man, thus ruined and undone, and 
made to play a subordinate part in hid grand dra- 


the principal offender; while he, by whom he 
was thus plunged and steeped in misery, is com: 
paratively innocelt—a mere accessary. Sir, nci- 
ther the human heart nor the human understand- 
ing will bear a perversion so monstrous and ab- 
surd; so shocking to the soul; sn revolting to 
reason.” 

By comparing these passages with some of Cars 
ran’s crim con speeches, you will discover a 
strong similitude, and an evident imitation ; 
though the American orator falls short of his Irishi 
prototype in picturesque effect and in splendor of 
painting. I will detain younolonger. Adieu: 


s—-. 





OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN: 
( Continued from page 202_) 

[No. 6.] (Translation.) 

Don Luise de Onis to the Secreiary of State’ 

Srr—In my note of the 29th last month, I proved 
to you, toa degree of moral demonstration, whiclt 
I think to be fully convincing; what are and 
ought to be the eastern boundaries of Louisiana g 
and I hope sth incontrovertible, decisive rea- 
sons, cannot fail to.bring you fairly to acknow- 
ledge, that Louisiana neither does, nor can, include 
any part of West Florida As 1 have not yet ré- 
ceived your answer to the said note, it was my 
intention to wait for it, and not proceed to the 
examination of the second point of the question 
of boundaries, before we had agreed on and set- 
tled what relates to the first, in order to proceed 
methodically, and not to involve or embarrass the 
plain and expeditious course of this investigation 
—but being desirous of not losing an instant in 
explaining every point relative to’ so important a 
matter, I anticipate the examination of the wes- 
tern boundaries of Louisiana, which is the second 
point of the question, thereby facilitating what- 
ever may claim your attention as to both, in their 
respective order, and enabling you to compre- 
hend the truth at once. 

I might contend, that the United States, hav- 
ing received the province of Louisiana fron: 
France with no greater extent than it had when 
France received it frem Spain in $800, and when 
Spain acquired it from France in 1764, that and 
no other ought to be the extent which properly 








belongs to it, without the necessity of recurring 
to any other reasons or grounds than those re- 


ma of guilt and treason—this man is to be called - 
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sulting from the treaty of St. Ildephonso ; since | 


Spain having ceded back to France in 1800 only 
what she had received from her in 1764, being 
that which France sold to the United States, it is 
easy to investigate and establish what were, -an<d 
in all that period continued to be, the proper ex- 
tent and limits of Louisiana; but I am willing to 
admit, that France did substitute the U. States in 
all the rights or pretentions she had or could 
have at another period, as to what regards the 
wesiern boundaries of that colony, when hers, 
although nothing to that eftect is expressed or in- 
Sinuated in the treaty between France and the 
United States, by which the latter acquired it; 
and tiat the contrary is evidently to be inferred 
from the fact, that France inserted, word for 
word, in this treaty, the conclusive clauses 
of that of St. tidephonso, which speak simply and 
precisely of the retrocession of Louisiana. admit 
{to go on toa inore copious and irresistible de- 
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monstration) that the United States have suc- 
ceeded tw all the rights which France may have! 


had at another period; and I call your attention, ;. 


sir, to the following observations, before I enter: 
on the examination of the data or grounds on' 
which the Unived States rest their claims of ex-; 
tending, in that quarter, the boundaries of Loui- | 
siana to the Rio Bravo-del Norte. 

it is well known, that, for ages before France | 
thonght of forming establishments on the Missis- 
sip: 3, and therefore long before she had made 
any in Canada, the crown of Spain possessed the 
whole territory around the Gulf of Mexico, from 
the Peninsula of Ucatan to the southern cape of 
Florida. Ifthe eastern part of the said Gulph, as 
far as Panuco, the whole of which was then 
k:.wn under the extensive (generico) name of 
Fl.» da, was not actually peopled by Spaniards, it 
is 19’ orious and indubitable, that it was discover- 
ed by them as early as the year 1511, under the 
expedition of Juan Pence de Leon; that all the 
‘coast frem the present Florida to Panuco, was 
explored by Francisco de Garay in 1518, and 
also by Fernando de Soto, and continually by 
other Spanish commanders until 1561, when it 
‘was explored and described by Angel de Villa- 
fane andl Jorge Ceron; said discoveries and de- 
scriptions having been made in pursuance of 
a royal order issued for that purpose, papers of 
that description being still extant, and it was 
confirmed, that, from those remote periods, Spain 
was established as the mistress and possessor of 
all that coast and territory; and that she never 
perinitted foreigners to enter the Gulph of Mexi- 
co, nor any of the te-ritories lying around it, hav- 
ing repeate | the -royal orders by which she then 
enforced the said prohibition and charged the 
Spanish vice roys and governors with the most 
strict observance of the same. 

The-right and dominion of the crown of Spain 
tothe orth west coast of America, as high up as 
the Californias, is not lesscertain and ind sputab!'e, 
the Spaniards having explored it as faras the 47th 
degree, in the expedition under Juande Fuca in 
1592, and in that under the admiral Fonte, to the 
S5th degree in 1640. 

The dominion ot Spain in these vast regions, 
being thus established, and her rights of discove- 
ry, conquest and possession being never dispu- 
ted, she could scarcely possess a property, found- 
ed on more respectable principles, whether of 
the law of nations, of public law, or any others 


‘ 
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the independent kingdoms and states of the earth 
consist of. 

Confining ourselves at present to the Mexican 
Gulph, and to the Spanish provinces situated to 
the westward of Louisiana, we shall see in what 
manner Spain extend<d her population and found. 
ed settlements in different parts of the vast ter. 
ritory, of which she was the mistress and posses. 
sor in this part of the new world. All the coun- 
try extending from the Rio de las Palmas to the 
confines of Panuco, in latitude 48, was then in. 
cluded under the name of Florida and crossed the 
Mississippi. From the time of the expeditions un. 
dertaken to explore it in 1512, by Juan Ponce, in 
1525 by Vasquez de Ayllon, in 1527 by Panfilo de 
Narvaez, and in 1535 by Hernando de Soto, the 
Spaniards were incessantly engaged in advancing 
their disceveries and settlements in this exten. 
sive country, not only in the time of Luis Mosco- 
so, and of Pedro Melendez, between the years 
1542 and 1545, but they were constantly so in the 





time of all their successors. At the time of their 
; first expeditions, they landed in the bays of Sante 
|, Rosa and Espiritu Santo, or St. Bernardo, survey- 
| ed the whole coast and crossed the Mississippi— 
They penetrated into the countries of Hirrhigua, 
; Moscoso, Umbarracuxi, Aurera, Gcali, Apala- 
; chue, Altapalia, Cofa, Mobila, Chasquin, Guigate, 
; Uhanpue, Ghachoqua and others which it would 
be too tedious to enumerate. The s:me Hernan. 
do de Soto, after having in person surveyed the 
coast and interior of the country, crossed the 
Mississippi and, penetrating as far as the Kio Ne- 
gro, in 1542, died at Guachoya. 

No European nation had yet attempted to dis- 
turb the Spaniards in their possessions in the new 
world ; none had trod on any point of those ter- 
ritories, and the Spaniards continued extendin 
their establishments as the only nation which had 
acquired the possession and the property of that 
part of the American continent and islands. They 
gave rise to the new kingdoms of Leon and San- 
tander, in the year 1595, and to the province of 
Cohaguila in 1600. They founded that of Texas 
in 1690, establishing missions, hamlets and posts 
under the name of Presidior, such as those of Ba- 
hia del Refugio, st. Antonio, Espiritu Santo, St. 
Juan, Nacogdoches, Ayeses and San Miguel.de 
los Adacs, a short distance from the Rio Roxe 
(Red River; ) extending themselves to the banks 
of that river, long before they had established 
themselves in New Mexico, where they built the 
capitol of Santa Fe, in 39 degrees North latitude, 
and opened and worked mines in its neighbor- 
hood. From thence they spread themselves 
wide of the rivers that empty from north to soutk 
into the Missouri, commu. icting and trading 
with the Indian nations; so, from that time Spain 
considered all the territory lying to the east and 
north of New Mexico, as far as the Mississippi 
and Missouri, as her property. These dominions 
and settlements of the crown of Spain were con- 
nected with those which she had on the Gulph of 
Mexico ; that is to say, with those of Florida and 
the coasts of the province of Texas, which, being 
on the same gulph, must be acknowledged to be- 
long to Spain, since the whole circumference of 
the gulph was hers, which property, incontesti- 
bly acquired, she had constantly maintained 
among her possessions, not because she 
occupied it throughout its whole extent, which 
was impossible, but on the principle gen- 








which serve as a basis to such acquisitions, as all 


erally recognized, that the property of a lake or 
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yarrow sea, and that of a country however exten- | ing the territories of anather nation; that he re- 


sive, provided no other power is already esta- 
blished in the interior, is acquired by the occupa. 
tion of its principal points. 

These premises being established and not to be 
shaken, as they are all supported by history, an- 
cient monuments, tradition and irrefragable docu- 
ments, let us proceed to examine, from their 
origin, the grounds on which your government 
maintains its pretensions. 

As early as the commencement of the seven- 
teenth century, France and England began to 
form expeditions in imitation of the Spaniards, 
and to discover points for settlements in that part 
of America. The French expeditions penetrated 
into Canada by the river St. Lawrence, and those 


of the English were directed to different parts of 


the coast of the Atlantic. Hence originated the 
basis on which the two nations afterwards found- 
ed and extended their respective settlements. I 
shall now only speak of those made by the French 
as they serve as a support to the actual preten- 
sions of the United States. Francis Ribaut, an 
adventurer of that nation, had already penetrated 
into Florida with some followers, towards the end 
of the sixteenth century, and built the fort cail- 
ed Charles Le Fort; but this rash ent<rprize on 
the territory of the crown of Spain was immedi- 
ately overthrown and dissipated, the Spanish 
governot Pedro Melendez having attacked and 
taken the fort, and made prisoners of Ribaut and 
all his people. Mention is likewise made by 
some writers of another Frenchman, called Rene 
de Laudonniere, who is said to have landed 
from the squadron of admiral Coligny on the coast 
of florida in the vear 1564, and built a fort which 
he named Carolin, about the spot where Pensaco- 
la now stands; but the same writers add, that 
the Spaniards immediately attacked the French, 
put them to death and razed the fort or redoubt 
they had built. Others say that it was on that 
same fort that the Spaniards afterwards built the 
fortress of St. Augustin. So vague and so uncer- 
tain is the information respecting these particu- 
Jar adventurers. The story related of a Recollect 
friar called father Hennepin, is still more ridicu- 
lous, who is said to have been made a prisoner by 
the Indians at the time they were at war with the 
French of Canada, and taken to the Illinois, 
whence he was occupied in exploring the coun- 
try as far as the banks of the river st. Louis, or 
Mississippi, of which he took possession in the 
name of Louis the XIV. and gave it the name of 
Louisiana (doubtless in his secret thoughts and by 
a mere mental act.) It is added, that this Friar 
escaped from the Illinois and returned to Canada, 
where he related all he had seen, and afterwards 
published it in France more circumstantially in a 
memoir, which he dedicated to the celebrated 
Colbert. These accounts and others of the like 
nature are contemptible in themselves, even al- 
though the facts they relate were authentic, since 
nothing can be inferred from them, that can favor 
the idea stated by those who speak of these tran- 
sient adventures and incursions 
Let us see what importance can be attached to 
what is said of Bernard de la Salla, who in 1679, 
descended from Canada to the Mississippi, and 
there built furt Crevacoeur, according to M. du 
Pratz, or fort Prudhomme, according to others. 
What is certain amounts to this, that he only 
made a rapid incursion from Canada to the Mis- 
sissippi, as any other adventurer might do, cross- 


turned to Quebec without any further result, 
than that of an imperfect exploration of the eoun- 
try; andthat he embarked at Quebec for France, 
from whence he returnedin 1684 with an exped:' on 
composed of four vessels, commanded by car sin 
Beaujeau to explore the mouth of the Mississippi. 
This expedition entered the Gulph of Mexico, on 
the 12th December, of the following year. La Salle 
being deceived in his reckoning by the currents 
of the gulph, could not find the mouth of the riv- 
er, and being overtaken by a storm on the cuast 








of the province of Texas, he was obligeu to take 
shelter in the bay of St. Bernard. ‘I'wo of bis 
vessels were captured by the Spanish cruizers, 
another was lost in the bay, and Bean jeau return- 
ed to France in the only one that escaped. La 
Salle having landed with some people and ten 
pieces of artillery, then built a small fort as a pro- 
tection against the Indians, and was obliged te 
change his ground three different times; not- 
withstanding which, the Clancoates indians inha- 
biting the adjoining country, forced him to aban- 
don the fort, and retreat by the Rio de la 'trini- 
dad (Trinity River) While.o» tis retreat, ie 
formed a project of penetrating into the interior of 
the country, to see if he could discover the fabu- 
ious mines of Santa Barbara; but he was assassi-« 
nated on his route by his own people ; and such 
was the result of the famous French expedition, 
so much talked of. The Indians fell immediately 
on fort St Louis, and massacred the smali garri- 
son left by La Salle. The remainder of the French 
who accompanied him shared the same fate ; be- 
ing dispersed in different directions after the fall 
of their chief, they perished by the hands of the 
Indians. 

in the mean time, news of this incursion having 
reached Mexico, the viceroy, fearful of a repeti- 
tion of similar attempts, heid « council of war, to 
deliberate on the-affair, in obedience to the royal 
order issued by Philip the 2d, enjoining the ex- 
termination of all foreigners who would dare to 
penetrate into the gulph of Mexico. An expedi- 
tion was then resolved on, to be formed at Coha- 
guila, under the command of Alonzo de Leon, to 
scour the country, and hunt out the French, if 
any were still remaining. Having set out with 
the necessary force, he arrived on the 22d April, 
1689, at the place where La Salie had built Fort 
St. Louis, and on the 24th at the entrance of the 
Bay ; where he fell in with the remains of the 
French vessel that had been wrecked. Having 
heard in his march, that some of La Salle’s com- 
panions were still wandering about the country, 
or had taken refuge with the Indians, he shaped 
his course towards the nation of the Asimais, and 
was received by them, with marks of friendship 
and respect ; he however found no traces of the 
French, as no more of them were in existence. 

Alonzo de Leon treated the Asimais with the 

eatest kindness, and called them Texas, which 
in their language signifies “ friends.” On the 22d 
of May of the same year, he wrote to the wae 
informing him that there existed neither French, 
nor any other foreigners in the whole country, 
that the Texas Indians professed great attach- 
ment and good will to the Spaniards; and that it 
would be very proper to establish missions and 
garrisons throughout that country to prevent any 
future attempt or incursion of foreigners, and to 
preserve the conquest. ‘this subject having been 





deliberated on in Mexico, the migsion of St. Fran- 
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cisco de Texas was founded in 1690, after that na- 
tion had voluntarily submitted to the crown of 
Spain. The vice roy of Mexico continue to take 
effectual measures for protecting the country and 
preventing the intrusion of any French adventur- 
ers. The court of Spain, on being informed of 
what had passed, renewed rigorous orders to the 
same effect, and also gave directions for the in- 
struction and government of the Indians. Such 
were the objects of the expedition under Don Do- 
mingo de Teran, and of that which was effected 
under the command of Don Gregorio Salinas, in 
May, 1693. Since that period the province of 
Texas has continued in perfect tranquility under 
the Spanish government, and no further attempts 
were made by the French to penetrate into any 
part of it. 

_ You see, sir, that the excursion of La Salle can 
le France no right to that province, which had 
ong before been acknowledged to be, and was 
incorpprated in the Spanish dominions; such an 
excursion was in fact nothing more than the rash 
attempt of a foreigner to explore part of the ter- 
ritories of another nation ; and is not substantially 
different from that made by M. Le Vaillant in the 
country of the Caffres to the north-east of the 
Cape of Good Hope ; by which, however, France 
acquired no right to that part of the Dutch pos- 
sessions, <0 ae they were still desert when 
the said Le Vaillant explored them. What terri- 
tories are there in the world, especially in exten- 
sive dominions, still new and thinly peopled, in 
which excursions of that nature have not been 
made by individuals of foreign countries, some- 
times of neighboring nations, which is the most 
common, and sometimes of those, which, altho’ 
at a distance, actuated either by curiosity or am- 
bition, undertake to explore unknown countries, 
inhabited by other people, and governed by other 
powers ? 

Nor can I refrain from recalling here what has 
been written and thoroughly investigated, touch- 
ing the pretended settlement of the French in 
the Illinois and the Arkansas. 

Whether they were some of the individuals of 
La Salle’s expedition, who had survived it, as Mr. 
Du Pratz has it, or whether they were other ad- 
venturers from Canada, it seems beyond a doubt, 
that some Frenchmen did penetrate as far as the 
Arkansas, towards the end of the 17th century, 
or the beginning of the 18th, on which point, 
however, the records of that period do not ex- 
actly agree. Enterprizing people from Canada, 
both Frenchmen and natives, communicated with 
the Indian tribes, and penetrated far into the inte- 
rior to purchase cattle, and for other purposes of 
traffic. Some of them therefore fixed themselves 
at the post of Arkansas, not as settlers, but as 
agents, to carry on the trade between Canada and 
the nations of this District. The same took place 
at .the post of the Illinois, long betore the first 
foundation of the French colony of Louisiana was 
thought of. 

Father Marguez, a Jesuit, had penetrated, in 
1671, as a missionary, into the Indian nations called 
Saulteux, as far as Chagwanigung, on lake Supe- 
tior ; and in the year following, one Salict, with 
& view to explore the Mississippi, proceeded from 
Canada to Changwanigung Point. After joining 
Father Marguez, they both advanced and suc- 
ceeded jn penetrating to that river, by the Ouis- 
consin. ‘They met withaconsiderable population 
tu the cpyntry of the Illinois, a¢ the mouth of the 
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river Moingora; and after promising to visit them 
on their return, they suggested to those Indians 
the idea of entering the country by the river since 
called Illinois ; and the Indians did so, and settled 
in a district known by the Great Rock, or Great 
Penasco, about five leagués higher up than the 
mouth of the river. Solict and Father Marguez 
could descend the Mississippi no farther than the 
Arkansas, and on their return from their excur- 
fion, they found the Illinois encamped at the 
Great Penasco. Solict continued his retreat: and 
Father Marguez determined to remain with these 
Indians to instruct them in the principles of the 
christian faith. In this attempt he was succeeded 
by other missionaries, who afterwards proceeded 
to found a church there, sufficiently regular, com- 
posed of Illinois and Canadians, who had met and 
united with each other: these people were no 
ways subject to the French government; but lived 
independent inthe manner of several Indian na- 
tions bordering on the United States. Several 
other Indians of the Miami and Shawnoe tribes 
came and settled themselves near the Big Rock, 
or Great Penasco; but they disagreed, and soon 
after dispersed. A party of the Illinois went 
down the river and settled at Cahokia, on the left 
bank of the Mississippi, 15 or 16 leagues below 
the mouth of the Bllinois. Other missionaries fol- 
lowed them; and thus went on this kind of colony, 
informal, or wandering, but always independent 
of, and unconnected with, the French of Canada. 

Let us now speak of the settlements of the 
French, in the country called by them Louisiana. 
The first spot occupied by them in this country 
was the bay of Biloxi, about 30 leagues to the 
eastward of the Mississippi, in the year 1699, or 
more strictly speaking in 1700; and Mobile, a 
little farther eastward, where they established 
themselves, was, during two and twenty years, 
the capital of their new colony. 

From that time they observed the greatest cau- 
tion in the settlements they formed on the banks 
of the Mississippi. Seventeen years had passed 
since the foundation of their colony, when they 
ventured to raise some huts on the left bank of 
that river ; and this was on the spot now occu- 
pied by New-Orleans, which, five years after- 
wards, became the capital of the colony, when 
the intimate relations between France and Spain, 
not only by virtue of the family compact, but 
more particularly by the elevation of Philip the 
5th to the throne of Spain, favored the toleration 
of a dexterous encroachment on a territory which 
was acknowledged to belong to that monarchy.— 
In 1722, the French succeeded in fixing some 
German families on the right bank of the river 
opposite to the settlements which they already 
had above and below the new city of Orleans.— 
They afterwards settled some Arcadians a little 
higher np, and finally some others at Point Cou 
pee. But the whole limits of these coitages or 
settlements did not extend to more than 15 or 20 
acres of land upon the front of the river ; so that 
the French secing the want of cattle, and feeling 
the necessity of establishing herds to keep up a 
supply, turned their views to the extensive and 
fertile prairies of Atacapas ; and the governor of 
Louisiana thereupon applied to the commandant 
of the interior provinces of Mexico, for permis- 
sion to establish some herds only, which was 
frankly granted to him by the Spanish command- 
ant. In fact, they had nothing more than cattle 
establishments in Atacapas and Opelousas, when 
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the colony was transferred to Spain by the treaty 
of 1764: They had never gone fatther ; and it 
is to the Spaniards that the colony is indebted for 
the extension, population and cultivation of that 
part of the territory afterwards ceded back to 

‘rance and transferred by her to the U. States, 
as was alsothe case in the settlement of La Forche, 
Ovoyells, the Rapids and Ouachita, which did 
not previously exist, but were formed by the Spa- 
niards within the proper limits of the monarchy. 

From hence you will clearly see, sir, that so 
far from Spain having retained any point belong- 
ing to French Louisiana, when she ceded it back 
by the treaty of St. Ildephonso, she left incorpo- 
rated with it many points, settlements and terri- 
tories, which in truth did not belong, nor ever 
had belonged, to the said colony. 

It would be too fatiguing to trace step by step 
all the incursions of the French from Canada, or 
from Louisiana into other pointsof the Spanish 
dominions, by passing through Indian nations, or 
uninhabited countries. I cannot, however, omit 
touching on the accidental circumstance which 

ve rise to their settlement at Kaskaskias, twenty 
Geese below Cahokia. ‘The inhabitants of Ih- 
nois, who had no connection or dependance what- 
ever on Canada, at length undertook to go down 
the river, and trade with the French at Biloxi 
and Mobile bay ; and these traders having disco- 
vered fertile and beautiful prairies on the right of 
the small river Kaskaskias, several of the French 
settlers removed thither in the year 1703, and 
founded what is now the town of Kaskaskias; but 
they always lived independent, and in alliance 
with the Indians, until the Louisiana company 
sent M. de Boisbriant, as the King’s Lieutenant, 
with troops, to reduce and direct this settlement. 
It was afterwards considerably increased in the 


hands of the French, who successively formed the | 


settlements of Chartres, St. Philip, Prairie des 
Roches, and Prairie Dupont ; but still, as you 

erceive, sir, on the left of the Mississippi; and 
it was not till several years afterwards, that they 
settled St. Genevieve, opposite Kaskaskias, on 
the right of the said river, an inconsiderable set- 
tlement, which made no progress until the coun- 
try was ceded to England. 

In fine, all the written documents and _histori- 


cal evidence. relating to French Louisiana, agree | 
'| Baton and Insignia, as a sign of the dominion and 


in dividing‘. into Upper and Lower, and proving, 
that Lower Louisiana is bounded on the north by 
Bayou Manchac, by which it communicates from 
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I am aware that the French attacked the mis- 
sions of Texas during the war between France 
and Spain under the regency of the Duke of Or- 
leans ; that for this purpose they proceeded from 
the post of Natchitochez, and that the Spaniards 
retreated to San Antonio Berar, until the Govern- 
or of the province, the Marquis de Valero, ad- 
vanced to chastise and keep the enemy in check. 
This commander marched against them in 1719, 
drove them from the Spanish posts, and obliged 
them to shut themselves up in Natchitochez 

This expedition, connected with the authentic 
facts, of which Mr. du Pratz has made up a ridi- 
culous and fabulous tale, in his History of Louisi- 
ana, when he speaks of a Frenchman of the name 
of st. Dennis, and supposes certain conventions 
entered into between him and the Duke de Li- 
nares, viceroy of Mexico. {n 1715, St. Dennis 
penetrated from Mobile to the Spanish garrison 
of San Jcan Bautista, with three companions and 
a passport, on pretence of going to buy cattle in 
the missions of Texas, but in reality to carry, on 
acontraband trade, and explore the country — 
Both he and his companions were seized and con- 
veyed to Mexico. After a variety of adventures, 
St. Dennis made his escape, and was one of those 
who set out from Natchitochez with other French- 
men, to attack the inhabitants of Texas, as] have 
before stated. 

After this event, the Marquis de Aguayo came 
to Texas, re-established the old missions, and 
founded new ones, viz: Pilar, Adaes, Loreto, at 
the bay of Espiritu Santo, or St. Bernard, and 
Dolores, known by the name of Orquizaco ; he 
greatly improved San Antonio de Bexas, and pla- 
ced the whole frontier of the province in a re- 
spectable state. Thus, the Spanish settlements 
remained tranquil until Louisiana was ceded to 
Spain, when the garrisons of Adaes ané Orqui- 
zaco were suppressed, as being no longer neces- 
sary. 

As a further proof that the post of Natchito- 
chez was acknowledged, even by the French, as 
being within the Spanish territories, i shall add 
two facts: The first is, that when captain Don 
Domingo Ramon came with a party to Texas, af- ° 
ter St. Dennis and his followers were sént “to 
Mexico, he paid a friendly visit to the French at 
' Natchitochez, and entered that fort with the Royal 





|jurisdiction of Spain to which the French made 
ino opposition. The second fact is, that in the 


the river Mississippi to the Iberville ; and that |, year 1742, the French Governor of Natchitochez, 


Upper Louisiana commences above the said Ba- ; 
you, the Post of Natchez being the principal set- 
tlement of the French in that quarter, in whose 
neighborhood they cultivated tobacco. The set- 
tlement of Natchitochez, which they afterwards 
formed, was considered as depending on Upper 
Louisiana, 

{It would be easy to prove, that this latter settle- 
Taent was made by the French within the Spanish 
territory, and merely through the condescension 
or suflerance of the Vice-Roys of Mexico, and 
the Governors of the Province of Texas. Before 
the French had founded New-Orleans, there al- 
ready existed the Spanish missions and settle- 
ments of St. Francisco, La Purisima Conception, 
San Jose, and Na. Sa. de la Guadaloupe, ata very 


short distance from Natchitochez ; and the right |}. 


of property and possession on the part of the 
crown of Spain to the whole of this territory, as 


-being desirous to remove that fort, which had 
been injured by an inundation, somewhat farther 
from the bank of the Rio Roxo (the Red River) 
he waited on the Spanish Governor of the Adaes, 
Don Manuel de Sandoval, and requested the ne- 
cessary permission to doso. Sandoval granted it, 
as the site to which he wished to removeit, was 
no tarther than a musket shot from its former situ- 
ation. Notwithstanding, the vice-roy of Mexico, 
on being informed of this act of accommodation, 
highly disapproved it, and dispatched Col. Don 
Francisco de Brito to Adaes to supercede Gov- 





ernor Sandoval, and bring him under guard to, 
Mexico, to be tried there Letote a court-martial ; 
which was carried into effect with all the rigor of 
the law. 

It is unquestionable, from the historical series 
of facts and the most unexceptionable documents, 
that the province of :exas extended to the Mis- 





far as the Mississippi, was notorious 


sissippi, and that the French never crossed the 
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river into that district, but through the sufferance 
or permission of the Spanish governors ; and that 
in consequence of the former abusing the gene 

rosity with which they were permitted to trade 
with the Indians of that territory, and tojhold, for 
that purpose only, the posts of Natchez and Nat- 
chitochez, positive orders were given to drive 
the French from the whole district and destroy 
the said posts. The Spanish commandant advan- 
ced with a sufficient force to execute those orders; 
but he acceded to the proposals of the French at 
Natchitocliez, which were confined to these, that 
Arroyo Hondo, which is mid-way between Natchito- 
chez and .ldues, should be considered as the dividing 
line, until the determination of the two courts. In 
this state things remained without further change, 
and so continued until the cession of Louisiana to 
Spain relieved those provinces of Spanish Ame- 
rica from all embarrassment and trouble from the 
French. But it was alsoan undeniable fact, esta- 
blished by irresistible titles and documents, that 
the French neither held, nor had held, to the 
westward of the Mississippi in 1719, any other 
post than Natchitochez, which they held merely 
by the condescension of Spain ; and that the Spa- 
nish settlement of Adaes, only five leagues dis- 
tant from the Rio Roxo (Red River) existed much 
earlier, and did so exist until Louisiana was trans- 
ferred to Spain. The pxarochial records of Na- 
cozdochez and Adaes, with the registers of births, 
baptisms and «leaths, attest it still more circum- 
stantially, as we!l as the proceedings of the pas- 
toral visit made in 1805, by Don Primo Feliciano 
Marin, bishop of the new kingdom of Leon, who 
visited the district of Adaes and the whole pro- 
vince of Texas. 

The right which Spain always had to all the ter- 
ritories to the North and East of New Mexico, 
as far as the right bank of the Mississippi and the 
Missouri, is proved vith equal certainty. All these 
territories, and the different branches, falls and 
waters of the “fississippi were always compre- 
hended within the line of the Spanish dominion 
in thar part of America from the earliest periods 
of its discovery and conquest. Although the 
French penetrated several times from Mobile and 
Biloxi, to different parts of the line, they never 
acquired any right to them. Their excursions 
were confined to trading, or smuggling, or explor 
ing tse country. The huts, or posts, which they 
had in some Indian nations, were trifling estab- 
lishments, clandestine and precarious, which they 
were unable to preserve. The Spaniards had tra- 
ded much ‘earlier than the French with all these 
Indian nations; with the Missouris, extending 
along the river of that name; the Pandoncas, 
bevond the river La Platte, and still farther to the 
nortii-west, with the Latanes, and finally with se- 
veral others as being within the dominions of the 
crown of Spain. 

The French themselves never disputed the 
rights of the Snaniards to possession and proper- 
ty, nor laid claim to these parts of the tervit vies 
of-the Spanish monarchy. The court of France 
always took the greatest care not to injure the 
rights of Spain, on all occasions of making grants 
of land within her settlement of Louisiana; and 
the French settlers at all times carefully respect- 
ed the right bank of the. Mississippi, throughout 
its whole extent, as the well known property of 
Spain. No memorial can be found declaratory of 
acontrary opinion, except a decree of Louis the 
14th, dated at Fontainbleau, on the 14th Septem- 
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ber, 1712, in favor of M. Crozat, ceding to him 
and the company formed by him, the French set 
tlement of Louisiana, with an ideal and vanes 
demarcation of boundaries, by extending them 
mental!y to New Mexico, and the English pro. 
vince of Carolina, and along the Mississippi from 
the sea to the Illinois, &c. It is evident, that the 
court of France did not then possess any know. 
ledge of the geography of that country, or that 

New Mexico was considered as bordering on the 
Mississippi , notwithstanding Louis the 14th had 
carried his liberality so far in that grant, as to 
give the French company even the river Missis. 
sippi and the Missouri. He might, with equal 
reason, have given that of the Amazons, the La. 
Plata, and Oronoko. You are perfectly aware 
sir, that the expressions of this grant are vague 
and absurd. They never could after the fixed 
limits of French Louisiana, or of the Spanish pos¢ 
sessions. The grant of Louis the 14th was always 
considered as the act of a disordered imagination: 
The Spaniards constantly preserved their domi- 
nion over all the right bank of the Mississippi to 
the Missouri, and over all the territories and wa- 
ters, from the former to the right shore of the 
latter. Even the French themselves, notwith:- 
standing this famous grant, never ventured to go 
bevond the certain and well known limits of 
their settlement, or violate those of the territory 
and dominions of the crown of Spain. Itis, there. 
fore, of no consequence tous, if such a blundez 
was committed by those who penned the said 
grant at Fontainbleau. If a document of this na- 
ture was sufficient to dispossess a nation of its do- 
minions, or any part of them, what security could 
there be in any part of the possessions of inde- 
pendent kingdoms and states? Can there bea 
mind capable of conceiving, that such a paper can 
fai! to be absurd and completely despicable, since 
it never took effect, has always been resisted as 
rash and extravagant, and since the incontestible 
rights of Spain to the property and possession of 
the said territories, existed then, and do still ex- 
ist? Certainly not. 

» The court of France was immediately sensible 
of the extravagance of that grant, as no farther 
mention was made of it. On the contrary, when 
it ceded Louisiana to Spain in 1764, M. Kerlet, 
who had been many years governor of that pro- 


vince, was ordered to draw up a memoir, con-° 


taining a description of its proper extent and 
limits. This memoir, delivered by the Duke of 
Choiseuil, minister of France, to the Spanish am- 
bassador at Paris, as a supplement to: the act of 
cession of Louisiana, agrees substantially with 
that which I have just now pointed out. 1! wowd 


carry this demonstration still farther, if I thought . 


it necessary ; and I will do so, if you shall have 
any thing to object to it. In the mean time, I 
now confine myself to declare to you, sit, and to 
the government of the United States, in the name 
of the king, my master, that, although Spain has 
an original and indisputable right to all the right 
bank of the Mississippi, his majesty bas resolved 
to claim this right, with a view solely to adhere 
to the wti possedetis, or state of possession, in 
which the crown of Spain was, when she acquired 
Louisiana in 1764, and in which that of France 
was at the time when she made the cession. His 
majesty paying due respect to all such treaties 
and conventions, as have causeda change in the 
state of possession of the two nations ia that part 
of America, religiously confines himself to the 
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express period when Louisiana was circumscribed 
by the well known extent and boundaries with 
which it passed into the hands of the U. States. 

As these nee the er raf the 

‘gsissippi, although always notorious and ac- 
Sodietenh have a been marked out with the 
formality necessary to avoid doubts and arbitrayy 
pretensions, and as it 18 only evident, that they 
undoubtedly proceed from the Mexican Gulph, 
by the river Marmenta or Marmentao, and Arroyo 
Hondo, by drawing a line between Natchitoches 
and Adaes, which crosses the Red River, and ex- 
tends towards the Missouri, I have done no more 
than point out the basis for a line of demarcation; 
and after we have . oo on this basis, a com- 
mission composed 0 Spaniards and Americans, 
formally appointed and authorised by their res- 
pective governments, can and ought alone to ex- 
amine and fix the boundaries between the pos- 
sessions of the two — keeping in view the 
documents exhibited on both sides, and compar- 
ing them on the spot with the points to which they 
refer. The basis I now speak of, as necessary 
for this demarcation of boundaries, must be sought 
for precisely in the most marked, leading and 
notorious points, which showed the proper direc- 
tion and extent of the territories of Spain, Rrance 
and England, in 1763 and in 1764, since we’ can- 
not seek for them in preceding periods, the pos- 
sessions of the three powers in this part of the 
American continent, being then very different 
from what they have been after those periods, in 
virtue of public treaties, which are, and ought to 
be, inviolable. 

The situation, therefore, of the three powers, 
until 1763, was as follows: ‘The crown of Spain 
extended its dominion to the east, over the right 
side of the Mississippi, from its mouth to the 
mouth of the Missouri; and to the north, over 
the right side of the latter river from its mouth to 
its source. Florida, already contracted by the 
intrusive establishment of Louisiana, commenced 
at the river Perdido, and extending castward, to- 
wards Santa Maria, (St. Mary’s) included the 
whole peninsula, which extends as far as the 23° 
of south latitude. Its northern boundary was not 
yetfixed. In addition to the colony of Louisiana, 
such as I have shown it was, and ought then to 
be, France possessed the territories of Upper and 


Lower Canada, extending south toa line running | 


from the river Alivamon, and following the chain 
of the Alleghanies until it struck above Chaleur 
Bay. England extended her possessions to the 
south of the said line, on the coast of the Atlan- 
tic, from the river St. Mary to the river St. Croix, 
and added to those possessions all the territory 
lying north of the two Canadas, as far as Hudson’s 
Bay and lake Winnopeeg, which had been ceded 
to her by France, at the peace of 1713. 

But France, as you know, sir, was, by the trea- 
ty of 1763, excluded from the continent of North 
America, with the exception of Louisiana, then 
reduced to the island of New-Orleans, and to the 
tract of country to the north of the Missouri, and 
extending to the British possessions. By that 
treaty, she ceded to England both the Canadas, 
and all that part of Louisiana, extending over the 
left side of the Mississippi, from its source to the 
bayou Manchac, and thence following the left of 
the river Iberville, the lakes Maurepas and Pont- 
chartrain, the coast and islands, to the river Per- 
dido. Spain ceded, in like manner, Florida to 
Engtanl, sugh as I have degeriedit ; and in the 
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year 1764, which is the second period when it is 
necessary to distinguish end fix the basis referred 
to, she acquired, by cession, from France, her 
remaining portion of old Louisiana. She after- 
wards acquired what France had eded to the 
English, on the left of the Mississippi, ané Florida 
aiso, which she had ceded to them in 1763, as is 
proved by the treaty of 1783. This treaty, and 
those of 17635 and 1764, before mentioned, are 
those which it is necessary to keep in view, toge- 
ther with that of St. Idephonso, by which Spain 
ceded back to France what she had received from 
her ; and France accepted the delivery, declaring 
herself satisfied, and taking possession by virtue 
of an act of his catholic majesty, which expresses 
the retrocession of Louisiana by Spain to France, 
such as she had receivedit from France, in 1764. 

The treaties between France and the U. States, 
and between the latter and Spain, the first in 1778, 
and the second in 1795, must likewise be kept in 
view, to illustrate incontestible rights, and esta- 
blish unalterable principles. To the treaties just 
mentioned, your government and his catholic ma- 
jesty may add all such other titles and documents 
as may be thought necessary to remove or settle 
any doubt which may arise in the subject matter, 
to the end that the basis of a demarcation may be 
laid down upon a due understanding, and estab- 
lished and fixed with the greatest possible exact- 
ness. 

You are perfectly aware, sir, that there can be 
no other just mode of settling the dispute in re- 
lation to the question of boundaries, and that it is 
the one which has always been adopted by all na- 
tions in similar cases; it being the anxicus wish 
of his catholic majesty that this demarcation may 
be so accomplished as to leave no room for doubts 
or controversy in future, by proceeding to it with 
good faith, and in a manner that may be satisfac- 
tory to both parties. 

1, therefore, conclude this note with the same 
opinion [ expressed in my former one, namely, 
that it is indispensable to examine, ascertain and 
agree on the points necessary and essential to the 
establishment of the true boundaries, which sepa- 
rate, or ought to separate, Louisiana from the 
Spanish dominions : and that this can only be de 
|| termined by the mode proposed. If you will be 
4 . r . . 
|| pleased to point out to me any other, which, while 
| it fulfils that object, may be conciliatory and com- 

patible with the rights and honor of the crown of 

Spain, you may be assured, sir, that I shall adopt 
| it with pleasure, as I shall thereby further the in- 

tentions of my sovereign, which are ta. terminate, 
| as speedily as possible, the disputes now pend- 
|ing, in an amicable manner, so as to leave no 
| spark of disagreement in future. 

With these sentiments I have the honor to of- 
fer myself to your disposal, and pray God to pre- 
serve you many years. 





LUIS DE ONIS. 
(To be continued.) 











NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 
FIRST SESSION—FIFTEENTH CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 
Friday, March 27. 
Much business on private claims, &c. was trans- 
acted. : 
The bill declaring the consent of Congress to 
an act of the legislature of Nexth Carolina, for 
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the relief of sick and disabled seamen, was taken 
up and ordered to be engrossed for a third read. 
ing. 

Vote of Thanks 

The Senate then considered the joint resolution 
which was ordered to a third reading in the fol- 
Jowing words : 

Resolved bythe Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
are hereby presented to Major General William 
Henry Harrison, and Isaac Shelby, late Governor 
of Kentucky, and through them to the officers 
and men under their command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in defeating the combined Brit- 
ish and Indian forces under Major General Proc- 
tor,.on the Thames, in Upper Canada, on the fifth 
day of October, one thousand eigth hundred and 
thirteen, capturing the British army with their 
baggage, camp equipage, and artillery ; and that 
the President of the United States be requested 
to cause two gold medals to be struck emblema- 
tical of this triumph, and presented to Gen. Harri- 
son and Isaac Shelby, late Governor of Kentucky. 

In addition to a number of bills for the relief of 
individuals, a bill to increase the salaries of certain 
officers of the government, a bill to provide for 
the election of a delegate from the Michigan Ter- 
ritory, and a bill to provide for the due execution 
of the laws of the Union, in the state of Mississip - 

pi, were severally ordered to a third reading. 


Monday, March 30. 
The President laid before the Senate certain do- 








cuments from the President of the United States, ! 
being connected with other documents relating 
to our affairs with Spain heretofore transmitted, | 
but of a prior date. 

List of Pensioners. 





A message was received from the President 
transmitting a list of all the pensioners of the Unit- |! 


ed States, the sum annually paid to each, and the / 
states and territories in which the said pensioners « 


are respectively paid, according to a request of 
the Senate. 
Adjournment of Congress. 

The resolution from the House of Representa- 
tives, fixing the day of adjournment of Congress for | 
the 13th of April, was taken up, amended so as to 
fix it for the 20th, passed to a third reading, and ! 
finally passed. 

The bill to authorize an election of a delegate 
from Michigan territory, was postponed to first of 
July i.e. rejected. 


Medals 


The resolution ordering medals to be struck, 
and, with the thanks of Congress, to be presented 
to General Harrison and Governor Shelby, was 
read a third time, passed and sent to the House 
of Representatives. 

the bill for the relief of the Merchants’ Bank 
of Newport, R.I. and the bill declaring the assent 
of Congress to a certain act of the legislature of 
North Carolina, were read a third time, passed 





and sent to the house of Representatives for con- 
currence. 

The bill from the other House providing for 
the execution of the laws of the United States 
within the State of Mississippi, was read a third 
time, and passed. 





ENo. 14. Vou. V 


The Vice Prestvent informed the Senate that 
he should not attend the Senate, after this day 
for the remainder of the session, his private con. 
cerns requiring his attention. 

And the Senate adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 31. 
Election of President. 

The Senate proceeded to the choice of a Pre. 
sident pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice 
President. The following was the result : 

For Mr. Gaillard 19 
Mr. Macon 12 
Mr. Tait 2 

So Mr. Garcrarp was duly elected, and bein 
conducted to the chair, made his acknowledge- 
ments for the distinguishea honor again confer. 
red upon him. 

Arsenal Ports. 

Mr. Goldsborough offered for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That in addition to the harbors and 
waters to be surveyed by a resolution of the 18th 
inst. for the purpose that two suitable stations 
may be selected for the establishment of arsenal 
ports, the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby requested for the purpose aforesaid 
to cause a survey to be made te harbor of ‘io. 
napolis, and the adjacent waters of the Severn. 

A Sword to Col. Jchnson. 


Mr. Barbowr, having obtained leave, introduced 
the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be re. 
quested to present to Col. R. M. Johnson a sword, 
as a testimony of the high sense entertained by 
Congress of the daring and distinguished valor 
displayed by himself and the regiment of volun- 
teers under his command, in charging and essen- 
tially contributing to vanquish the combined Brit- 
ish and Indian forces under Major General Proc- 
tor on the Thames, in Upper Canada, on the Sth 
October, 1813. 

Which was read, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Charter of Washington City. 

The bill supplemental to the act to amend the 
charter of the City of Washington, was read a third 
time, passed and sent to the house of Representa- 
tives. 

Annual Appropriation. 

The annual appropriation bill was received 
from the House, twice read and referred to the 
committee of Finance. 


After the tranaction of some other business the ~ 


Senate adjourned. 
Wednesday, April 1. 
Boundary Line. 

Mr. Leake reported a bill to alter and establish 
the boundary line between the state of Mississippi 
and the Alabama territory : which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Annapolis Md. is included in the number of 
harbors, to be surveyed with a view to the esta- 
blishment of a naval depot. 

Sword to Col. Johnson. 

The resolution requesting the President of the 
i nited States to procure a sword, to be presented 
tu R. M. Johnson, was read a third time, unant- 
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mously passed, and sent to the House of Repre- 
ives. 
ary Importation of Slaves. 

Mr. Roberts, from a select committee, report- 
ed a bill to amend the act for prohibiting the im- 
portation of slaves, and to repeal certain parts of 
‘t : and the bill was read and passed to a second 
ante Controversies between States. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill prescribing the mode of commencing, pro- 
secuting and deciding controversies between two 

» states. 
“Mr. Campbell, moved to postpone the further 
consideration until the first Monday in May next 
(equivalent to rejection,)which prevailed. 

For Postponement, Messrs. Barbour, Campbell, 
Dickerson, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, ; Ma- 
con, Otis, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Tait, Tiche- 
nor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. Williams, of 
Tennessec—16. ‘ ; 

Against Postponement, Messrs. Burrill, Critten- 
den, Daggett, Fromentin, Hunter, Johnson, King, 
Morril, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Storer, Talbot, 
Taylor, Wilson,—15. 7 

After the transaction of some other business of 
minor importance, and executive business the 
Senate adjourned. 

SE Se we? ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, March 26. 


Much busniness this day was transacted impor- 
tant only to individuals. 


Ameila Island, 


The following message was received from the 
president, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his secretary. 
To the house of representatives of the United States. 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in 
compliance with their resolution, of March the 
20th, such information not heretofore communi- 
cated, as isin the possession of the executive, re- 
lating to the occupation of Amelia Island. If any 
doubt had before existed of the improper conduct 
ofthe person, who authorized, and of those who 
were engaged in‘the invasion, and previous occu- 
pancy of that island; of the unfriendly spirit 
towards the United States, with which it was 
commenced and prosecuted; and of its injurious 
effect on their highest interests, particularly by 
its tendency tocompromit them foreign powers 
in all the unwarrantable acts of the adventurers, 
itis presumed that these documents would re- 
move it. It appears by the letterof Mr. Pazos, 
agent of commodore Aury, that the project of 
seizing the Floridas was formed, and executed at 
2 time when it was understood that Spain had re- 
sulved to cede them to the Uinted States, and to 
prevent such session from taking effect. The 
whole proceedings in every stage and in all its 
circumstances was unlawful. The commission to 
general MacGregor was granted, at Philadelphia, 
in direct violation of a positive law and all the 
Measures pursued urder it, by him, in collecting 
his force, and directing its movements, were 
equally unlawful. With the conduct of these 
persons, I have always been unwilling to con- 
nect any of the colonial governments ; because 
Inever could believe that they had given the 
sanction either to the project in its origin, or to 
the measures which were pursued in the execu- 
tion of it. These documents confirm the opinion 
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which IT have invariably entertained and express- 
ed in their favor. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, March 26, 1818. 

[The documents accompanying . the message 
are too voluminous for present insertion.] ‘ The 
message was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter was received from the secretary of war 
transmitting statements of the expenses of general 
courts martial since the lst August 1812, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

The South American Question. 


The order of the day having been announced, 
the house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Clay’s motion to appropriate 18,000 
dollars as an outfit,.&c. for a minister to Buenos 
Ayres being under consideration, a long debate 
ensued which was not concluded when the house 
rose and obtained leave to sit again, and 

The house adjourned. 

Friday, March 27. 


After the usual business of petitions and re- 
ports on individual cases, &c. it was, on motion of 
Mr. Pindal 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of makittg provisions 
by law touching the prosecution of petitions of 
right, and informations of intrusion in the federal 
courts, in cases wherein the United States are con- 
cerned. 

Expenses under the Treaty of Ghent. 


On motion of Mr. Claiborne, it was 

Resolved,Vhat the president’s message and acy 
companying documents upon the subject of the 
expenses incurred under the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th 
articles of the treaty of Ghent, be referred to a 
committee and that they be instructed to inquire 
into the nature and causes of said expenses; also, 
into the principles upon which the commissioners 
under the 6th‘and 7th articles of said treaty have 
proceeded in the execution thereof, and that said 
committee make a detailed report thereon, for 
which purpose they shall have power to send for 
such persons and papers as they may deem neces- 
sary. 

Land Titles in Tennessee. 

The bill supplementary to the act “to author- 
ize the state of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described 
and to settle the claims to the vacant and unap- 
propriated land within the same,” passed the 
18th day of April, 1816, was received from the se- 
nate, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill from the senate “regulating the staff 
of the army together with several others were 
severally twice read and referred to select com- 
mittees. 

Bounty on Fishing Vessels. 

The bill “concerning the bounty or allowance 
to fishing vessels in certain cases,” was read the 
third time and passed. 

The South American Question. 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole onthe general appropriation® 
bill; to which an amendment had been moved by 
Mr. Clay to introduce an appropriation for the 
outfit of a minister to Buenos Ayres— 

A debate ensued which was not concluded when 
at alate hour the committee rose reported pro- 
gress, and the house adjourned. , 








220 THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


Saturday, March 28. 


After the transaction of some other business, 
not of sufficient interest to require insertion, che 
house took up the general appropriation bill. 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Clay’s motion still pending to intro- 
duce an appropriation for a minister at Buenos 
Ayres: Mr. Clay spoke about two hours in de- 
fence of his motion taking a wide field of argu- 
ment, &c. was replied to by Mr. Poindexter, at 
considerable length, several other gentlemen 
spoke on the subject. 

The question being put, the motion was reject- 
ed by the following vote : 

For the motion 45 
Against it 115 

The house then proceeded to the other clauses 
of the appropriation bill 

The first clause which came under consdera- 
tion, was that of dollars for the salaries, 
expenses, &c. &c. of the commissioners under the 
5:h, 6th and 7th articles of the treaty of Gh -nt. 

The clause gave rise to some debate, in which 
objections were urged ‘against the expenses of 
commissioners over and above their salaries, 
which had been supposed sufficient to cover ail 
expenses. It was also objected that the number 
of officers employed by the commissioners was 
too large, and their compensation too great, there 
being two secretaries instead of one, and private 
secretaries, besides several surveyors, and the 
silary of the agent being 4,444 dollars. It was 
also objected that the course of proceeding of the 
northern commission (the expenses of which were 
principally objected to) had been more minutely 
particular than a due execution of the object of 
the commission required, and that it ought to be 
expedited. These objections were stated as the 
ground fora delay of the appropriation for this 
head of expenditure, until a minute investigation 
could be made, by the committee who have the 
subject especially confided to their investigation. 

The discussion resulted ina partial appropria- 
tion forthe expenses under these articles of the 
British treaty; and restricting the salary of the 
agents to 5000 dollars notwithstanding the ob- 
jection of Mr. Baldwin and others, that, as one 
half of the expenses were to be paid by each go- 
vernment, the, salaries of our officers ought cer- 
tainly to be as large as those of the British officers 
of the same description. 

‘The committee then rose, and reported the ap- 
propriation bill, withthe amendments which had 
been made ; and 

The house adjourned. 

Monday, March 30. 


Several reports were received and disposed of, 
among the number Mr. Lowndes from the 
committee of ways and means, reported the bill 
from the senate increasing the salaries of the 
heads of department, with amendments (making 
the bill to take effect from the 1st of April, next 
instead of January, and leaving the sums blank, to 
be provided for in the general appropriation) 
which with the amendments was committed to 
the committee of the whole house. 

Alleged Abuses. 


Mr. Holmes of Mass. from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, and what, clerks 
or other officers in either of the departments, or 
in any office at the seat‘of government, have con- 
ducted themselves improperly in their official 
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duties, made a long report, embracin ; 
detail of facts cousin: the paste soon 
clerks, accompanied by a voluminous mass of pa 
pers, containing evidence, &c. a : 
oa rs following resolutions : - a 

. Resolved, That it is expedient i 
the clerks in the several onsen P sata 
ing’ as agents for claimants against the United 
States. 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit 
the clerks in the several departments from engag. 
ing in the business of trade. 8 

3. Resolved, That the several acts relating to 
the treasury department should be amended and 
certain penalties encreased. ; 

4. Resolved, Thata committee be appointed to 
report a bill or bills to carry nto effect the 
above resolutions. 

The resolutions were severally agreeed to, a 
committee accordingly appointed, and the report 
ordered to be printed. 

History of Congress. 


Mr. Robertson of Lou. reported a bill authoriz. 
ing a subscription to the history of congress, 
which was iwice read anc committed. 

Roads, Cunals, €?c. 


Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, from the committee to 
whom was referred that part of the President’s 
message relating to roads, and canals, and semi- 
naries of learning, reported the following resolu- 
tions, which were, on motion of Mr. Bassett, or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to lay before this House at the ensuing session 
of Congress, and report a plan for the application 
of such means as are within the power of Congress 
to the purpose of opening and constructing such 
roads and canals as’ may deserve and require the 
aid of the government, with a view to military op- 
erations in time of war, the transportion of muni- 
tions of war, and to the more complete defence 
of the United States. And also, a statement of 
the works of the nature abovementioned, which 
have been cominenced, the progress which has 
been made, and the means and prospect of their 
completion, together with suca infgrmation, as in 
the opinion of the Secretary shall be material in 
relation to the objects of this resolution. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to prepare and report to this house 
at their next session, a plan for the application of 
such means as are within the power of Congress 
to the purpose of opening wal improving roads, 
and making canals, together with a statement of 
the undertakings of that nature, which, as objects 
of public improvement, may require and deserve 
the aid of the government : and also a statement 
of works of the nature abovementioned which have 
been commenced, the progress which has been 
made the means and prospect of their being com- 
pleted, the public improvements carried on by 
states or by companies or incorporations, which. 
have been associated for such purposes, to which 
it may be deemed expedient to subscribe or afford 
assistance, the terms and conditions of such 
associations, and the state of their finds, and such 
information, as, in the opinion of the Secretary, 
shall be material in relation to the objects of this 
resolution. 

Our Relations with Spain. 





The speaker laid before the house papers re- 
ferred to in the report of the secretary of state 
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of the 14th inst. accompanying the message of the 

resident 0 c S 
fairs with Spain ; embracing an immense volume 
of correspondence hetween our government and 
the minister of Spain, antecedent to that commu- 
fica'ed on the 14th, and sundry other papers. 

The papers were referred to the committee on 

ign relations. 
oo General Appropriation for 1818. 

The house took up and proceeded to consider 
the amendments reported by the committee of the 
whole tothe bill making appropriations for the 
support of government forthe year 1518—which 
amendments were severally concurred in without 
debate, with the exception of that making an ap- 
propriation of 130,000 dollars to pay the judg- 
ment of damages recovered es David Geiston 
and Peter A. Schenck, in the supreme court of 
New-York, by Gould Hoyt for the seizure of the 
vessel the American Eagle. : : 

On this some debate arose, but on its being 
concluded, the clause finally prevailed by a vote 
of 60 to 56. 

The amendments having been gone through— 

Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out the specific 
appropriation of 30,000 dollars to pay the mission 
toSouth America, and to add the 30,000 dollars 
to the contingent fund, which was agreed to with- 
out opposition. 

ii The South American Question. 

Mr. Anderson of Ken, then rose and renewed 
the preposition unsuccessfully made in committee 
of the whole by Mr. Clay to apprepriate a sum 
not exceeding 18,000 dollars “ for an outfit and 
one year’s salary of a minister to the united pro- 
vinces of the river Plate, the outfit to be paid and 
the salary to commence whenever the president 
shall deem it expedient to send a minister to the 
government of the said provinces,” Mr. A. did 
not expect a different result, but considering the 
question of great importance, and one on which it 
was desirable to have the yeas and nays recorded, 


therefore asked for them. 


Mr. Spencer briefly stated the reasons which 
would induce him to vote for the proposition. 

The question was then taken on the motion, 
and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, by 
exactly the same vote as decided the question, in 

“committee of the whole, viz. yeas 45, nays 115, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson Pa. Anderson Ken. Barber Ohio, 
Bellinger, Bloomfield, Blount, Boden, Claiborne, Comstock, 
Cook, Crawford, Desha, Drake, Earle, Floyd, Gage, Harrison. 
Herkimer, Herrick, Holmes Mass. Johnson Va. Johnson Ken, 
Jones, Kinsey, Merrill, Murray, New, Ogle, Owen, Patterson, 
Porter, Quartes, Robertson Ken. Robertson Lou. Rogers, 
Shaw, Spencer, Tarr, Trimble, Tucker Va. Tucker S. C. 
Walker N, C. Walker Ken. Waliace, Whiteside—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Allen Mass. Allen Vt. Austin, 
Baldwin, Ball, Barbour Va. Bassett, Bateman, Bayley, 
Beecher, Bennett, Boss, Burwell, Butler, Campbell, Clagett, 
Cobb, Colston, Crafts, Cruger, Cuibreth, Cushman, Darling- 
ton, Edwards, Ellicott, Ervin S.C. Folger,, Fo » For- 
oth Garnett, Hall Del. Hall N. C. Hasbrouck, Herbert, 

itcheock, Hogg, Holmes Con. Hopkinson, Hubbard Hunter, 
Huntington, Irving N. Y. Kirtland, Lawyer, Linn, Little, 
Livermore, Lowndes, W. P. Maclay, M‘Coy, Marr, Mason 
Mass. Mason R. I, Mercer, Middleton, Moore, Morton, Mose- 
ley, Mumford, Jer. Nelson, H. Nelson, Ogden, Palmer, Par- 
rott, Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin, Pleasants, Poindexter, R 
Rhea, Rice, Rich, Richards, Ringgold, Ruggles, Sampson, 

“Savage, Sawyer, Schuyler, Scudder, Sergeant, Setti “<I 
bert,Sherwood, Silsbee, Simkins, Slocumb, 5S. Smith, B, $mi 
A. Smyth. J. S. Smith, Speed, Stewart N.C, Strong, Stuart 
Md. Tallmadge, Taylor, Terrell, Terry, Tompkins, Town- 
sead, Tyler, Upham, Wendover, Westerlo, Whitman, Williams 
Con, Williams N. Y. Williams N.C. Wilkin, Wilson Mass. 
W:'son Pen.—115, 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 


a third reading 


tat date on the subject of our af- |; 
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Adjournment of Congress. 

The joint resolution sent to the senate from 
this house, fixing on the 15th pr ximo for 
the adjournment of the session was returned 
from the senate withan amendment, substitut- 
ing the 20th of April for the 13th which was 
agreed to without a division. 

Vote of Thanks. 

The joint resolution directing medals to be 
struck, and, together with the thanks of congress, 
presented to major general William H. Harrison 
and governor Isaac Shelby, was received from the 


} senate and read three times and passed. 


Sundry bills were received from the senate, 
and referred to various committees ; and 

The house adjonrned. 

Tuesday, March 31. 
Staff of the Army. 

Mr. Johnson of Kentucky from the commit- 
tee on military affairs reported the bill from the 
senate, to reduce the staff of the army, without 
amendment, and the bill was laid on the table 

On motion of Mr. Beecher, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
suspending for one year the law authorizing the 
sale of lands that have been entered, and have 
not been paid for within one year after the last 
payment shall become due. 


Disabled Seamen. 


The bill from the senate declaring the assent of 
congress to an act of the legislature of North Ca- 
rolina-‘“for the relief of sick and disabled Ameri- 
can seamen,” was read the third time and passed. 

Appropriations for 1818. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the support of government for the year 1818, was 
read the third time; passed, and sent to the senate. 

The orders of the day being announced, on the 
bill making appropriations, the first of % 52,984 
te pay claims now due at the treasury, and the 
second of $ 260,000, to meet the demands that 
will be made under existing contracts, towards 
completing the Cumberland road. 


Mr. Spencer of N. Y. moved that the commit- 
tee of the whole house be discharged from the 
consideration of the bill and that it be indefinite- 
ly postponed. This brought on a short debate 
uponthe inerits of the bill, but the question for 
indefinite postponement was negatived by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Austin, Barbour Va. Bassett, og. Ben- 
nett, Boden, Burwell, Butler, Clagett, Claiborne, Cook, Crafts, 
Cruger, Drake, Earle, Edwards, Ellicott, Gage, Garnett, Hall 
D. Hall N. C. Hasbrouck, Herkimer, Hogg, Hunter, Hunting- 
ton, Johnson Va. wyer, Livermore, M‘Coy, Mason _R. T. 
Merrill, H. Nelson, Imer, Rhea, Richards, Sampson, 
Savage, Scudder, Settle, Shaw, Silsbee, J.S. Smith, Spencer, 
Strong, Strother, Tallmadge, Tompkins, Townsend, Tuc- 
ker S. C., Tyler, Wendover, Williams N.Y. Williams N. C. 
Wilson Mass. Wilson Pen.—56, 








NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson Pen. Anderson Ken. 
Baldwin, Bateman, Bayley, Beecher, Bloomfield, Camphell, 
| Cobb, Colston, Comstock, Crawford, Culbreth, Cushman, 
! Darlington, Desha, Ervin S. C. Forsyth, Hale, Harrison, 
| Herbert, Herrick, Heister, Hitcheock, Holmes Mass. Holmes 
| Con. Hopkinson, Irving N. Y. Johnson Ken, Jones, Kinsey, 

Linn, Little, Lowndes, Marchand, Mason Mass. Mercer, 
| Middleton, Moore, Moseley, Murray, Jer. Nelson, Ogden, 
Ogie, Parrott, Patterson, —- Pindall, Pitkin, Pleasants, 
' Poindexter, Reed, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson Lou. Rodgers, 

Ruggles, Sawyer, Schuyler, Sergeant, Seybert,. Sherwood, 
, Simkins, Slocumb, S. Smith, Ballard Smith, Speed, Stewart 
N. C. Stuart Md. Tarr, Taylor, Yerrell, Terry, Trimble, 
| Tucker Va. Upham, Wallace, Westerlo, Whiteside, Whit- 
man, Williams Con.— 82. 
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The house then resolved itself into committee 
of the whole when Mr. Basset moved to strike 
out the 2d section of the bill, (appropriating 
260,000 dollars to meet the demands that will be 
made under exiting contracts, for carrying on 
the work,) and spoke in support of his motion. 

This also produced a debate, but the motion 
was finally lost by a vote 58 to 61. 

Several attempts were made to add new sec- 
tions to the bill, to modify and amend it but were 
all negatived, 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
without amendment; and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for athird reading—yeas 67, nays 
62.—And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, April 1. 
Captains Heath and Perry. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, made a report on the resolutions, some time 
since submitted by Mr. Johnson of Va. on the sub- 
ject of the court martial upon captian Perry, and 
captain Heath of the marines. The report was 
long, with the statement of the opinion of the 
committee, that the defect was not in the law but 
in the administration of it. 

Mr. Johnson of Va. made several observations on 
the report; contending that if there had been 
any omission of duty on the part of any officers 
entrusted with the administration of the law, they 
ought to be brought to the notice of the house, 
and maintaining his original idea, that the law was 
unequal and defective ; and he submitted a reso- 
lution instructing the same committee, to report 
a bill to deprive any officer who should strike his 
inferior officer, or draw or raise a weapon upon 
him, of his commission. 

Mr. Pleasants made some remarks in explana- 
tion, and moved that the report and resolution be 
laid on the table and printed, which was carried 
without a division. 

Next Meeting of Congress. 

The engrossed bill fixing on an earlier period 
for the next meeting of congress than is appointed 
by the constitution, was read the third time and 
passed by a vote of 87 to 42. 

The Cumberland Road. 

The engrossed bill making further appropria- 
tions for carrying on the national road from Cam- 
berland on the Potomac, to the Ohio, was read the 
third time and passed by a vote of 74 to 56. 

Sword to Colonel Johnson. 

The resolution awarding a sword to col. Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, in consideration of his valor and 
good conduct at the battle with the combined 
English and indian forces on the river Thames in 
Upper Canada, on the Sth of October, 1813, was 
received from the senate, read twice and put on 
its passage. 

Mr. Claiborne offered an amendment by insert- 
ing the namés of major general Carnot and brig. 
gen. Corrzz, briefly recapitulated their services 


during the late’war. He was seconded by Mr.} 


Poindexter, who also eulogized their meritorious 
services, 2nd proposed to Mr. Claiborne to with- 
draw his motion and to present it in a distinct re- 
solution, properly digested and matured, which 
prevailed. The resolution then passed nem. con. 
Virginia Military Land Warrants, &c. 

The house then went into committee of the 

whole, Mr. Desha in the chair, on the bill from 











the senate “ to extend the time for locating Vir- 


ginia military land warrants, and returning sy 

veys thereon to the General Land Office, and fos 
designating the western boundary line of the Vin 
ginia military tract.” ¥ r 

Considerable discussion took place 
tails of this bill. Several cneninaiae Beaabroe ds 
ed, the most important of which was one to * 
hibit the issuing of patents on locations iade a 
lands to which the Indian title is not extinguished 

The amendments were reported to the house, 
ordered to be engrossed, and, with the bill to be 
read a third time. 

a Importation Y. Slaves. 

The house next resolved itself into a i 
of the whole, on the bill supplementary to | - 
to prohibit the importation of slaves into any 
or place within the jurisdiction of the U. States 

Mr. Middleton oftered, by way of amendment 
a substitute for the whole bill, which was agreed 
to, and, being reported to the house, was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

The house then went into committee, Mr. WFij- 
kin in the chair, on the bill providing for the 
publication of the laws of the United States—and 
on the bill authorizing a subscription to the His- 
tory of congress. 

The details of the bills occupied some time, the 
first was amended and ordered to be en 
for a third reading, and the second ordered to li¢ 
on the table. Adjourned. 

es ae 


COMMISSIONERS 10 SOUTH AMERICA. 
The following documents were illicited on a 
call of Mr. Speaker Clay, for information for what 
purpose the three commissioners were lately sent 
to South America. 


The following Documents were read in congrese on 
the 24th ult. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, MARCH 2, 1818. 

Sin—I have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
commission from this department with which 
Messrs. Kodney, Graham and Bland were furnish- 
ed by direction of the President. They have, as 
you will perceive, no distinct diplomatic rank — 
They are —— to be absent seven or eight 
months; and the compensation allowed them by 
the President is six thousand dollars each, and 
two thousand dollars to their secretary. Their 
expenses on the voyage, until their return, ex- 
cept while on shore in South America, are like- 
wise allowed; and Messrs. Rodney and 
having been appointed in June last, and prepared 
to go, but by various accidents detained until the 
beginning of December, when they sailed, claim 
on that account a further allowance. If, after 
their arrival at Buenos Ayres, they find it advisa- 
ble that one or more of them should remain on 
that continent, and go to Chili, that measure is 
within their discretionary powers. As this con- 
tingency was, however, not expected as probable; 
and, if it should occur, it was not foreseen to what 
extent of time it might go, no specific allowance 
was fixed upon for it. Under these circumstan- 
ces, it was anticipated that the sum of 30,000 
dollars would not more than suffice to cover the 
expenses of the mission. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble 
and obedient servant, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Wituram Lownnes, Esq. 

Chairman of the committee of ways and means 
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To all who shall see these presents : 

Be it known, Cxsar Augustus Rodney, John 
Graham, and Theodorick Bland, three distinguish- 
ed citizens of the United States, and enjoying in 
a high degree the confidence and esteem, of the 
President, are about to visit, in a national ship, on 
sust and friendly objects, and at the special desire 
of the President, divers places and countries in 
south America. : 

a“ om are therefore to request, that, whither- 
soever they may go, they, with their suite, may 
be received and treated in a manner due to the 
confidence reposed in them, and each of them, as 
aforesaid, by the President of the United States, 
their own merit. 
m ates under my hand, and the seal of the 
Department of State, this twenty-fourth 
fu. s.j day of November, in the year of our 
Lord ohne thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
Secretary of State. 


Hostility) of Spain. By the following document 
our readers will perceive that the Spaniards have 
manifested a hostile disposition by seizing the 
ship Beaver, owned in New York, and the brig 
Canton, of Salem, Mass. at Talchuana. ‘Their 
crews were thrown into prison for being engaged 
ina trade which Spain had deemed unlawful, but 
which the patriots in possession had declared 
free. For trading with these ports, says the New 
York Evening Post, American vessels are seized 
and their crews imprisoned, while British vessels 
are permitted to trade unmolested. Against such 
an act of hostility, the governor of Chili, very 
spiritedly has, as will be seen, entered his protest 
as a breach of the law of nations, in doing vio- 
lence to a neutral port. The particulars, are 
transmitted to congress, and will probably soon 
appear in an official form. 

(Transtated for the N. Y. Evening Post.} 


Violation of the Law of Nations —By Mr. Fran- 
cis Reeves, second supercargo of the American 
ship Beaver, which sailed from the port of New- 
York, destined to the North West Coast, the is- 
land of Japan, aud Canton, who took refuge in 
this place on the 15th instant, after having escap- 
ed with five other individuals from the prison of 
Talcahuana, where they were confined, we have 
been informed, that having approached this port 
in.search of water, wood, and fresh provisions, af- 
tera voyage of 106 days, the above ship was sur- 
_ in the vicinity of the island of Quinquinire, 

y an armed force, who took possession of her, 
and immediately began to search and plunder 
whatever they could lay their hands upon, with- 
vut sparing the clothes, papers and other necessa- 
ties of the officers of that ship ; and after, having 
committed the greatest excesses and insulted 
them in the grossest manner, carried her to Tal- 
cahuana, when having stripped the vessel of her 
sails, and whatever was necessary to enable her 
to continue her voyage, they landed her crew and 
adopted against them every hostile measure 
which nations the most inimical use against one 
another; endangering, at the same time, the ves. 
sel and all her cargo, which according to. the in- 
voice in the United States amounted to more than 
two hundred thousand dollars. 

They behaved in the same manner to the Ame- 
rican brig Canton, from Salem, treating in. the 
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like manner Mr. James Janison, and her super- 
cargo, Mr. Coffin, who touched at the same port 
twenty days before the ship Beaver, as she was on 
her route to the North West Coast and China, 
which, with her cargo, worth eighty thousand dol- 
lars in goods, was declared by the governor of 
Talcahuana, a good and lawful prize—they also 
robbed him of eighty thousand hard dollars which 
he was conveying to China, and as Mr Reeves 
thinks, they will take both vessels immediately 
to Puerto Callo. % 

Such proceedings show, in the clearest light, 
the perfidy and barbarity of our enemies, who, 
without paying the least respect to the individu- 
als of a neutral nation, have violated, in the most 
scandalous manner, the rights, laws, and conduct, 
hitherto respected by even the most uncivilized. 
I doubt not, when the government to which these 
injured persons belong, shall know and be inform 
ed of the injuries and insults heaped upon them, 
she will make them a subject of the best founded 
complaint, and will exercise her utmost energy 
and zeal to revenge such an insult, and obtain a 
satisfaction such as the case requires. I am also 
persuaded that other nations, at the mere reJation 
of such an event, will be struck with horror, and 
recognize the Spanish character, in these respects 
as stimulated and actuated solely by a spirit of 
robbery, a contempt for her equals, and a thirst 
for pillage, without an idea of repairing the incon- 
veniences and evils, a conduct so unheard of and 
reprobate must occasion. 

The above mentioned Mr. Reeves, influenced 
by the most just resentment, and this, day placed 
amongst us in perfect liberty, communicates the 
occurrence related, as well to his government as 
to the owners of the property embargoed ; 
and when an event of such a class is divulged, the 
whole world will acknowledge the just motives 
which have induced Chili to separate from and 
detest those Spaniards from whom, if even neu- 
tral nations deserve no respect, much less can we 
expect it, who are now held up and stigmatized 
as rebels and traitors. All which 1 communicate 
to your excellencies for your information and go- 
vernment. God preserve your excellencies many 
years. p—Arwens § quarter of Conception, Novem- 
ber 22d, 1817. 

BERNARDO O’HIGGINS. 
To the delegation of the Supreme Junta 
Extract of a letter from a gentlemen of respectability now in’ 
Gueryua, to his friend in Philadelphia, dated 7th Jan. 1818. 

* The State of this country answers my expec- 
tations as much as I could wish. Affairs go on 
well. General Bolivar has been unanimously re- 
cognized supreme chief of the independent pro- 
vinces, with such restrictions of time and autho- 
rity as are suitable to the welfare of the country. 
He departed from here with 30 gun boats for San 
Fernando de Apure, to unite himself with the 
generals Paez, Zaraza, Cedeno and others, whose 
divisions amount to 8000 troops. A battle is ex- 
pected to take place in about three weeks, the 
success of which is not doubted, and which will 
certainly decide the contest. 

Extract dated Buenos Ayres, Jan. 23. 

“The last news from Chili is not the most fa- 
vorable to the patriot cause. ‘Talcahuana, which 
is the only port the Spaniards have retained in 
Chili, has been besieged by the patriots for a 
length of time ; and two unsuccessful attacks have 
been made against it, and the besieging army has 
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suffered considerably. The last mail brings an 
accoumt of 3,000 royalists landing at that place, 
and the probability of more arriving from Lima. 
This news has depressed the people a good deal 
here, but I am of opinion it will be of service to 
them. 

“The army before Talcahuana, is commanded 
by general Brayer, who you no doubt saw in Bal- 
timore, and who left there with general Carrera. 
He is said to be a min of experience and a good 
soldier, from the school of Napoleon; and if the 
jealousy of this people will but let him alone, ! 

ave no doubt he will give a good account of the 
royalists, should they dare to attack him. 

*[ say it will be of service to the country, in- 
asmuch as it will afford a field for the discipline 
among the young officers and troops, and with 
the skill general Brayer possesses, give them an 
idea of the detail and minutia of an army of 
which they heretofore had little or no knowlege of. 

ENGLAND. 

The act suspending the Habeas — act has 
been repealed. Several persons confined under 
this act have solemnly protested their innocence 
and complained bitterly of having been treated 
with wanton cruelty, a debate took place in the 
house of lords on a complaint of lord A. Hamilton 
against the lord advocate and some other judicial 
functionaries in Scotland, for employing undue 
methods in obtaining evidence against persons 
accused of rebellious practices. 

This motion was negatived by a large majority. 

The spirit of election raged at Westmore- 
land to such a degree that excessive rioting ensu- 
ed between the parties. Several gentlemen’s 
carriages were broken to pieces, and two per- 
sons killed. 

The honorab'e Mr. Bennet presented « petition 
from certain persons in Liverpool praying a reform 
in the commons house of parliament, which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

FRANCE. ° 

The law for recraiting the armies had finally 
passed on the 8th February, after having been 
long and ably discussed. The vote was 147 for, 
and 91 against it. A Liverpool paper of the 14th 
February, says—* The provisions of this law af- 
fect materially, not only the future repose and 
tranquility of France, but the quiet and security 
of all Eurepe ; anditis not therefore surprizing, 
that they have been so carefully discussed, and so 
anxiously observed—Concerning its general me- 
rits, it is sufficient to observe, that it resembles 
very nearly the militia law of England, except 
that the leviesare liable to be employed on foreign 
service. The establishment of troops to be kept 
up during peace will, it is said, exceed 400,000 
men; a number which has been thought alarm- 
ingly excessive ; but when the population and ter- 
ritory of the French monarchy are considered ; 
her immense extent of frontier, and the number 
of her fortified places, a smaller establishment 
would scarcely be sufficient evén for purposes of 
defence. The peace establishment of Russia is 
thought to be not less than 600,000 men ; of Aus- 
tria 350,000, and of Prussia 250,000. That of 
France, therefore, cannot be considered as much 
beyond her fair proportion. 

ALGIERS. 

It is stated in the tenbets papers on the au- 
thority of letters received from Constantinople, 
that the Deys of Tunis and Algiers, have conclu- 
ded a treaty of peace under the guarantee of the 
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Grand Signior, and at the same time, i j 
tion with ar Dey of Tripoli, have entered Inteva 
offensive and defensive alliance wi 

neg with the emperor 

Accounts received in England throv vast 
channels from Algiers, thount they sites ieneee 
particulars, agree that the dey has manifested . 
degree of insolence and arogance which calls for 
retribution. A Sardinian brig had been captured 
and carried into Algiers, under the pretence that 
her papers were not regular. The vice-congul 
protested against the capture, and proceeded to 
the place of the Dey, with his colleagues, the 
other consuls. The Dey received them sword in 
hand, surrounded by his guards and family. That 
all the European powers without distinction bad 
been outraged, their consuls insulted, menaced 
and terrified by a numerous horde of negroes, of 
which the dey’s guard and court are composed 
who had forced themselves into the houses of the 
consuls, the security of which had ceased to be 
inviolable, that Ali Hadja had caused to be de- 
stroyed the ancient palace of his predecessors ; 
that he had established himself in a fort called le. 
Chateau l’Empereur ; that he had not hesitated to 
seize the treasure which was kept there, and 
which had been hitherto religionsly preserved ; 
and that he had thus obtained immense means to 
support for a long time his horrible satellites, an@ 
to increase their number. 

The Dey had caused to be seized two young 
women of a Jewish family, whose father was em- 
ployed in the English consulate, and two days af- 
terwards also the eldest daughter of the Sieur Po 
minibio, master of the French hotel, This unfor- 
tunate girl last mentioned was compelled to_es- 
pouse the Dey, and she is now sovereign, but ex- 
pected the fate of the daughter of the Dey of Ty- 
terus who was seized in the same manner by the 








late Dey Hadji-Ali, and who was found after his 
death in prison emaciated by hunger. 

The greater part of the consuls assembled to 
make, in unison, complaints and remonstrances, 
but having been informed before they reached 
the palace, that orders had been issued by Ali- 
Hadya to fire upon any of the consuls who should 
venture to make any complaint or remonstrance, 
and being convinced on their arrival at the Pal- 
ace of the truth of this statement by the menacing 
gestures of the negroes by whom they were im-: 
mediately surrounded, they found themselves 
compelled to retire, after having recourse to com- 
mon place remarks and insiynificant observations, 
in arder to fill up the time of this useless audi- 
ence. . 
“The policy adopted by the present Dey, who 
is a Turk, is to arm the natives of the country 
against his own fellow countrymen, thus making 
a new epoch in the history of these countries — 
Such an example authorizes every other to as- 
semble an army of mercenaries of the same de- 
scription in order to dispute with him the sov- 
ereignty. 

“ This experiment was a short-time tried by a 
Turk of distinction; he marched against A li-tiad- 
ja with some troops which he had collected at 
Constantine, but the issue of the first battle prov- 
ed unfavorable to him, and he was made prisoner. 
The hospitality which Ali-Hadja had formerly re- 
ceived from this Turk induced him to spare his 
life, he gave him 1,000 sequins and exiled him. 
This Turk, who was the chief of the insurgents, 





has arrived at Mahon.” 
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